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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 8, 1978

Mr. Alan J. Weberman
6 Bleecker Street
New York, New York 10012

Dear Mr. Weberman:

Reference is made to your undated letter which was
received by the FBI on March 22, 1978.

Based on the information you provided, a search
of our records has been conducted and documents pertaining
to Mr. Ruth have been located.

Accordingly, your Freedom of Information-Privacy
Acts request has been reopened and is being held in chronological
order according to its date of receipt.

»

Sincerely yours,

2loe 2 22% (ufy/‘/// “

Allen H. McCreight, Chief

Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts Branch

Records Management Division
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

June 17, 1977

Mr. Alan J. Weberman
6 Bleecker Street
New York, New York 10012

Dear Mr. Weberman:

In response to your Freedom of Information-Privacy
Acts (FOIPA) request received on June 2, 1977, a search of
the index to our central records system revealed no information
to indicate that Babe Ruth (George Herman Ruth) had been the
subject of an investigation by the FBI.

If you believe Mr. Ruth's name or his alias may have
been recorded by the FBI incident to the investigation of other
persons or some organization, please advise us of the details
describing the specific incident or occurrence and time frame.
Thereafter, further effort will be made to locate, retrieve
and process any such records.

Sincerely yours,

Q;”’z’iﬂ_/ =

Clarence M. Kelley
Director
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

|

- JOHN M. CATHCART,

‘ ]
; Plaintiff,
| ]
| v. Civil Action 76-953 :
] : F g
| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ' Y/
JUSTICE, et al., ] =3 B Bl
Defendants. ] SEP2 4 07k

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

|

I

|

i Washington, D. C.
] July 28, 1976

The above-entitled matter came on for a status
conference in open court, beginning at 9:45 o'clock a.m., before:
THE HONORABLE JOHEN H. PRATT,
United States District Judge.
| APPEARANCES :

Counsel for Plaintiff:

| .

} TIMOTHY SMITH, ESQUIRE
|

|

\ Counsel for Defendants:

|

LYNNE E. ZUSIMAN, ESQUIRE

: , __—00o—-

" G potgt HERmaS [LYTH

b 2[@(45 DENNIS K. BOSSARD. C. S. R.
{ CEFICIAL COURT REPDRYTER

i d {(DMC#? ROOM 4809-G, U. §. COURTHOLSE

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20¢ccC!?
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PROCEEDTINGS

DEPUTY CLERK: Cathcart versus Department of Justice,
Civil Action 76-953.

Mr. Smith for the plaintiff, Ms. Zusman for the de-
fendant. b, -. |

MR. SMITH: Good morning, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: What's the status? Have ybu been given
any information at all?

MR. SMITH: No, sir.

We have a motion under Vaughn v. Rosen pending for
a specified showing of what documents fall within the request,
and the Government has a motion to stay pending our response,
along with affidavits that are on file.

THE COURT: Is your request confined to the Justice
Department, or the FBI?

MR. SMITH: It is confined to the FBI.

THE COURT: Confined to the FBI?

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: It concerns not one person, but I think
some seven or eight.

MR. SMITH: Seven, yes, sir, each of whom has been

deceased fifteen years or more.
l

i The necessity is for a story that is in preparation,
!

|

MR. SMITH: I'm Tim Smith, representing the plaintiff




biLall = Lh £

L ke b Lt Ll | R

e skt b 1t e

6

=1

14

15

16

15 i

have made.

MR. SMITH: Well, she has told us this morning, and ;
I believe there is a record of how many files --

THE COURT: Maybe she will tell you. I am not going |
to order the Justice Department do it.

Can you tell him what you have already found?

MS. ZUSMAN: The only information that there is at
this point is that the seven names listed in the FOI request

can all be found in the FBI's main index.

THE COURT: 1In other words, the FBI has files on eac%
one of these people, including the former president of the i
United States. I mean that would not be very helpful informa-
tion, would it?

MR. SMITH: Well, it would be very helpful to us to
know that there are files on Babe Ruth and Humphrey Bogart,
and so forth, which has been the subject of surveillance be-
cause of political beliefs.

MS. ZUSMAN: Having that name in the file is no
guarantee that it is the same particular person.

THE COURT: Herman E. Ruth, there is only one.

MR. SMITH: I want to make a confession. I have
been sitting here, and my eyes have been wandering down to
the podium, and I could not help but notice that counsel has

a list.

Our client badly needs to know what resources to




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

July 21, 1978

Mr. Alan J. Weberman
6 Bleecker Street
New York, New York 10012

Dear Mr. Weberman:

This is in response to your Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request for files on George Herman
Ruth aka Babe Ruth.

As stated previously in our letter dated June 17,
1977, a search of the index to our central records system
revealed nc information to indicate that Babe Ruth (George Herman
Ruth) had been the subject of an investigation by the
FBT.

However, a search of references to Mr. Ruth's
name surfaced three identifiable documents. The portions
of the documents pertaining to Mr. Ruth have been pProcessed
and are being released to you in their entirety.

If you believe Mr. Ruth's name or his alias
may have been recorded by the FBI incident to the investigation
of other persons or some organization, please advise us
oF the details describing the specific incident or ocecurrence
and time frame. Thereafter, further effort will be made
to locate, retrieve and process any such records.

The search for information in response to your
request was limited to those records in our central records
system which are maintained at FBI Headquarters, Washington,
D. €. During any significant FBI criminal or intelligence
investigation, all substantive information developed by
one or more field offices is reported promptly to our
Headquarters where it is compiled in a single investigative
file. It is from such a file or files that the enclosed
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Mr. Alan J. Weberman

records were copied. If you believe additional files of

a minor nature exist which may be responsive to your inquiry
and which were never reported to Headquarters, you may

write directly to any field office for those materials.

Sincerely yours,

We HWe s

Allen H. McCreight, Chie

Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts Branch

Records Management Division

Enclosures (3)
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Hon, J. Edgar Hoover , Director , .
Federal Buresu of Investigation , - g
Washington, D. C. _ e

Dear Director : S \

™ A | B

| ,4ﬂ . ;_,L, = ,
N Enclosed pleass find a photc with a 1
L memo_of my recent appearsnce on Station WEAF New York with ;
e Bagg%ﬁuth in connectlion with a boys program . i
N , I thought you might like to add this f
S to your collectlon , on the other hand it might give some onse .
A an idea to use In connection with thelr juvenile work . §
X' With best personal regards , 1 remain i
- . . . 'il
7
l \
) - L
P b o - Very truly-?ours,.
2 -
’ ' ' . c off
. ‘ Chief of fclice
N - : RE ¢ .
T \',“‘,, “7 . CORDED \t INDEXFD
r_‘\(}. ’r.(‘} I~ f(/ /D 31 - { B
a4\ ~ Y- € 6/5 3 "“—- / }
. ”J-)J)( . 31 :
‘ : OCT 4”1944

FR. AB A \v\- : )
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TEEY BOTE WORK FOR KIDS

At u recent broadcast on the Sultan of Swat's

popular "Here's Babe'Ruthl" radlo show, the

A M T R e 5

Babe, who 1s devoting all his time to promul;
gating'fair play and good sportsmanship in the
youth of the natlon shakes hands with his gﬁest‘
of hoﬁor, Chief Fred A. Roff; of the:Morristown,

N.J. police department, who,- likewilse, 1s devoted .

e A e T T gy et Sptrrei® 2 aare

to the cause of youth, Chlef Roff instituted the

famous Morristown Pollce Junlor ILegion of Honor,

4oy o A

~ with a membership of over 500 boys, which has

.
A mmda

solved most of the -juvenile delinguency problems
in that town, and 1nspiréd the boys to make of
themsel%es modei‘citizené.' A team of boys from
' the Morristown Junior Police are lined up to

hurl some fast baseball questions at the Babe,

.
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: I ccrtatnly enjaued reociving your

letter o,f Septenbar- 21,'-1944, together with thc..

cnolozurcﬁand photagrap}t\ You are, no».doubt
nact;an with your,
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but I practice, he does with musical phrases
just about exacily what Joxvce did with words—
he breaks them up. violenmy rearranged their
strocture and accustomed order, and puis them
together into fascimating pew patierns.  Pee
Wee Russell makes a clarinet sound Iike a
wmique and marvelous mstrument that he m-
vented for his own ruggedly ndividulistic
purposes. He is by turns hilkrious and magie;
he @n express the heant of melancholy with
overwhelming directness, or make surpnsmg
satircal comments composed of incredible dis-
comances and ornate embroideries.” And Huogh
Panaszi€. the French critic. writes in Hof Jazz:
“Among all hot clarinedsiz, Tee Wee Russell
ic wndpubtedly the one who uses the soberest
melodic stvle: short phrases of uncomplicated,
clear contour plaved in an even, measured tone
It is the sort of style which should be 2 model
10 all others. Another peculiarity of his is
his “dirny” 1one, {ull of definite huskiness. Curi-
ously encugh, even though Pee \Wee fills his
playving with these efiects, his 1wone keeps its
finizh and poiish. . .. His intormtions are very
heauritul and vibrant, and his attack s ex-
ceptionally {orceful,”

George Frazier describes Pee Wee Russell
as *mll and spindly, with patent-leather hair
and a long, seamed face that reminds you of a
clown's, He iz scarcely what vou would call
an impressive-looking man.  But that is before
he wkes his clarinet to his mouth and begins to
play., Then he is one of the most eloquent men
on the face of the earth. It is an aged clarinet
that he plays and it is kept serviceable only
through the judicious use of rubber bands, but
in Pee Wee's hands it is an instrument of sur-
passing beaury,” The “aged clarmet” held to-
gether bv rubber bands is. however, a thing
of legend Achmlly Pee Wee's clarinet is one
of the most exensive instruments rmade, and
he takes as good care of it as if it were his
child, sometimes taking his own overcoat off
to wrap around it on a parlicularly cold day.
There are a host of similar anecdotes about
Pee Wee which may be just as apocryphal,
smce he never bothers to contradict them—
after all. they make good publicaty. As
Charles E. Smith puts i, “Off the stand he
looks like the sort of person about whom anec-
dotez are told, an attitude he msnires whether
he wills it or not. Omne story told about him
concerns the Chicago FEL on which tckens were
three for.a onarter. Passing through the gate,
Pee Wee paid a auarter each time, pocketng
the two tokens change. Gradually they ac-
cumulated and he tzlked it over with an ac-
quaintance. He explained how he got the tok-
ens, and said, ‘Now what do T do with them?' ™

Pee Wee Russell was married to Mary S.
Chalofi on March 11, 1%43. She also comes
from 2 musical family: her wncie, Eugene
Plomikoff, was conductor of the Imperial
Opcra at Moscow until the Russian Revoln-
twni: her brother, Herman Chaloff, is a com-
pacer, - Cut of the hundreds of records which
Pee Wee has made with various bands he and
his wiie remember with snecial afiection “Hello
wl-ﬂh . H(_:mcz‘ Cooking™, “The Eel”, “Em-

eable You" (on Commodore), and “Sere-
rade w0 & Shylock” (weith Jack Teararden),
ererade to 2 Shylock™ and “I'm Through
Wik LO\TA are among his own compositions
be made $5.000 owt of the latter, and managed

A

to spend it in less than-a week. “Mammy
O Mine™ ic hiz worst record, he says—be never
succeeded In petting off one note
References )
Band Leaders 1:12-13+ JI ‘44
- Cosmopolitan 113:42 N 42
Pic 1529 Mr 28 44 por
Ramsey, F. and Smith, C. E. eds. Jazz-
men pl74-5> 1939

%UTH, BABE Feb. 6, 1895 Retired base-

ball star .
Address: 173 Riverside Dr, New York City

When Japanese soldiers attempted to storm
the United States Marine lines on (Cape
Gloucester, New Briram, in April 1944, they
charged to their deaths with the battle ooy,
“To hell with Babe Ruth!™ Strange as 1t
sounded to other ears, it Teflected the Babe's
status as a mational bero and as a symbol of
the United States, undimmed by his retire-
ment. Nine years carlier Matsutaro Shorild,
2 Tokvo newspaper publisher, had been
stabbed by a member of the secret Warlike
Gods Society for sponsoring the successful
barnstorming tour of Ruth’s baseball team
in Japan, Evidently the Nipponese patriots re-
sented the arousing of Japanese admiration
for the Babe and enthusiasm for the American
game he played.

After the celebration of his fortieth birth-
day on February 6, 1934, Babe Ruth dis-
covered that he was a vear younger, having
been born in Baltimore, Marvland, on February
6, 1893, His birth mname was reportedly
George Herman Ehrkardt, Just when and
why the Babe's nmame became Ruth is not
clear, but he has called himself George Her-
man Ruth thronghont his career, “His true
antecedents—that is, his father and mother
—apparently will alwavs Temain misty and
mexplored,” says Paul Gallico. Ruth is often
referred to-as an orphan, but this the Babe
denjes: *My folks lived in Baltimore and my
father worked in the [waterfront] district
where I was raised,” be savs. “We were very
poor. And there were Himes when we never
knew where the next meal was coming from.
But I pever minded. I was no worse off
than the other kids with whom T plared and

fought” It was with considerable reluctance |

that - the uwnruly George went to Iive at St
Marv's Industnal School, an institution staffed
by the Brothers of a Catholic teaching order.
Omne of the staff, Brother Gilbert, took a
particular interest in the big, black-haired
seven-year-old and helped him to adjust bhim-
celf. “Omce I had been introduced to school
athletics,” Ruth recalls, *“I was satished ,and
kappyr. Even as a ldd I was big for my years,
and because of my size I msed 10 get most
any job I liked on the team. . .. It was all
the same to me, All I wanted was to play.
I didn't care much where.”

At eighteen Ruth was “as funny looking
a kid as ever got a troundng for cutung
classes to go fishing™—and an outstanding
ballplaver. Brother Gilbert wrote to Jack
Dunn, manager of the minor league Baltmore
Orioles baseball team, suggesting that Dumn
come and see this promising youngster. After

'
¢
]

e, w e

i

B R T Rt o % N S L]

rpemp e




2 hmlf-hour observation of Ruth's pitching,
TDuon offered to sign him to a contract, paying
him $600 for a six-months season, and took
out papers as his guardian. When the cager
vouth reported at the Oriole clobhouse in
1914, the team’s coach tock one look and ex-
claimed, “Well, here’s Jack's mewest babe
now"™  And “The Babe” Ruth became and
remained, to all but 2 few intimates, for the
vest of his highly-publicized career.

It might be expected that a young man
making his professional debut would feel a
certain mervousness; but mot the Babe. His
self-confidence was justified before the month
was up, for, though Dumn_had not started
him im any regular games, Ruth pitched and
won an exhibition game against Conmie
Mack's ™ Philadelphia Athletics, then at the
top of the National League His salary as
pitcher-outfielder with the Orioles (offically
the Bahimore-Providence Ctub of the Imter-
pational League) was doubled; at the end
of another month, it was increased to just
three times the amount originally agreed om
During this scason the young “southpaw”
plaved in forty-six games, of which he pitched
TWEnEy-TWo  Wirmers, nine losing games, arx
four ties:; he barted 231 and fielded 963; his
pitching average was J09.

s«\\th the Red Sox” Ruth says, T really

began to learn a little baseball, ... 1 didn't
think: mpch of becoming 2 slogger. 1 hked
to kit . . . but T was pirching that took

myv tme in Boston” Afrer playing forty-twn
games during the 1913 scason of which be
pitched thirty-two—-cighteen  won, X host—
Ruth enicred ooc World Serics game w0tk
the Natioml Leagoe champeons 2~ &

hitter for a smnmg of mns
pmcinDctroit.lthahcnn:rLcmthm
greaat aner—Bal Vemh Sam Crawfond, st
the mmmernl Ty Cobir—m  sEcTOsace, o

achicvemeent roochly cramparatic o B BTTOC-
pbyunxhl—&xm'nz'x wimrung b B »ward
drpartment U L Y S )
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run in the world cver bronght a greater lack
than that!” savs Ruth. His salary was going
up, too. The Red Sox, who had staried him
in 1914 at $1,300, almost trebled that amoumt
the iollowing year, when his cootract called
for $3,500. (Even the most accurately reported
salary figures do not pecessarily give 3 com-
plete picture of a player’s baseball income,
even apart from other sources, The players on ’
2z World Series team, for instance, share a
percentage of the profits which nsually hgures
out to a considerable sum. Exhibition games
bring in more. Bonuses are used as 2 method
of payment according to merit. The con-
tractua! amonnt, therefore, is to be regarded
only as base pay.}

In 1914 Ruth's contract was soid to the
world champion Boston Red Sox (Amecrican
League) for a reported $2,900. Called on to
play in only five games doring the season,
Ruth pitched four, winning two and losing
one, batring 200 and helding 1.000, That
summer, when the pitcher was nineteen (bur,
pot aware of his true birth date, he thought
he was twenty) he married Helen Woodford,
a sixteen-vear-old waitress from Texas. They
had two children who died mn early infancy.
As might be expected of an underprivileged
boyv suddenly come into money and public
notice, Ruth led a wild and extravagant life,
getting into various sorts of trouble. Being,
as he puts it, “cursed with an iron constim-
ton . . I could commit those excesses . . -
without apparent harm for a nuomber of
vears.” - ’

From 1916, when Ruth pitched and won
the Jongest game m World Series history
(fourteen innings, against Brooklyn) to 1920,
the Babe played for Boston as pitcher—out-
fielder and, in 1918, as first baseman.  (In that
vear, too, he pitched and -won - two World
Series games.) By then he was getang a
salary of $7,000; the following year it was
$10,000. Alrthough Ruth’'s piiching average
went down 135 points during this period, his
homte rums increased; and in 1919 he led
the league with twenn-nine of them. This
brought him to the attention of Colonel Rup-
pert, owper of the New York Yankees, who
bought Imm in January 1920 for $125000
When a player is seat 1o’ another team he
generally gets a bonus and anr increase m
slary; Ruth's increase was a flat 100 per
cent. It was with the Yankees that Babe
Ruth began his “spectacular and  scandal-
x ed areer” as » matocoally and even m-
ermatomlly kpown porsccality.

“Jt would be an wunjardoaable bore,” .as
John Terence McGovern said in Disgenes Dir-
corvrs 5. 1o writc |in derail] of Babe's
achicvements as 3 baschall player. Every
schooltoy  and  practically every adult in
America knows his amaring  persomal _his-
:;:—‘"- The B“{i“a Register devores rwcnh;_

ec bey 01 f perm 10 just the basebal
nc::td.tk m—mﬂsmorﬁofrmcjl
‘LLL-[ stacmd Ttl n:-mm a fl',"‘, htv)cd -tht
Amcraar Leagoc o bome runs from 1919
Wreagk 4 (be wa< iR In 1923) and .
irem P throagh 1931 He played in the
ot Woackd Serwes (1en) and most often on
r'm‘u. mﬂiqtﬂ' ttm‘uf tirnes), _Pitchers

o risk ope of his deadly
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clouts that they passed him by 2,036 times,
the world’'s record for bases on balls, In 1923
the Amencan League voted Babe Ruth their
most valuable plaver. From 1926 throuvgh
1931 and again n 1933 and 1934, he was
micked for the League's all-star team. By
any standard he was the greatest home rom
hifter in history, and—a typically Ruthian
touch—he also h01d5 the world’s record for
striking out 1,330 times.

By the time Babe Ruth joined the Yankees,
he had already acquired an wnusual hold over
the public, such that a baseball crowd which
had reacted fairly casuvally 1o home rons by
other plavers would become, in the words
of the great pitcher Walter Johnson, “so
crazy with excitement that they were ready
to tear up the stands” if Ruth drove out a
bome run [even] when the game was already
won and there was nothing particularly at
stake.... If the opposing pitcher tries to
slip Babe free transportation to first [a base
on balls] they take it as a personal insult. ..
The crowd has become so accustomed to
seeing him knock out home runs that they
expect it from him, and they don’t give him
credit for his remarkable hitting otherwise.”

Part of the explanadon for the Babe's
unprecedented box-office draw was, of course,
the incredible frequency of his home rums—
fifv-four in 1920, fifty-nine the next year,
and then it fluctuated about the forties, nising
1o sixty in 1927. But much, perhaps most, of
his popularity was due to his emotional appeal
to the fans. “He plaved ball” writes Paul
Gallico in Farewell to Sport, “on the same
enormous scale on which he lived his life,
mtensely, fervently, and with tremendous sin-
cérity and passion. It was impossible to
watch him at bat without experiencing an
emotion. I have seen hundreds of ballplayers
at the plate, and pone of them managed to
convey the message of mmpending doom to a
pitcher that Babe Ruth did with the cock of
his head, the position of his legs, and the
little, gentle waving of his bat, feathered in
his two big paws. . .. The Babe is the only
man 1 have ever known as spectacular in
failure as he is mn success, Just as when
he connected the result was the most perfect
thing of its kind, a ball whacked so_high,
-nde, and handsome that no stadivm in the
entire country could contain it, so was his
strikeout the absolute acme of frustration,
HBe would swing himself twice around until
his legs were braided. Often he would twist
bimseli clear off his feet, . . . Every move
that Ruth made bronght some kind of answer-
ing sound from the crowd in the stands. . ..
Ruth's throws to home plate from the outheld,
or to 2 base, so accurate that the receiver
never had to move a step from his position
to Teceive them, always brought ripples of
mcredulous lavghter, the T'm seeing it, but
I don't believe it' kind, And of coorse his
home yuns brought forth pandemoniom.”

The name of Babe Ruth appeared so often
in the sports columns that sportswriters
thought up synonyms—“The Sultan of
Swat”, “The King of Clout,” even “The
Behemoth of Bust.” They translated Babe
into Bambino, and then shortened it 10
“Bam”™ for headline purposes. And the
Bambing provided them with a consiant

flow of colorful material on held and off.
For one thing, there was his pay, a salary
of $30,000 in 1921, $52,000 for each of the
five following wears, - $70,000 from 1927
through 1529, and $80,000—more than that
aliotted the President of the United States
—in 1930 and 1931. Nor do these figures
include prize moneyv and bonuses; among
others, Ruth’s arrangement with Roppert
specified that he was to receive $100 for
each bome run hit. Also, there were the
crowds he attracted, which justified his
huge income and, from an economic stand-
point, would have justified 2 much higher
one: When Ruth was absent from the line-
up the Yankees' ball games drew only half
their normal 13,000-20,000 weekday patrons and
60,000-70,000 on Sarordays and Sondays,
The Yankee Stadium is still known as “The
House that Ruth Built” and right field is
still called “Ruthville” There were his in-
numerable free appearances for chantable
organizations, especially the Knights of
Columbus, to which he belongs, There
were the Babe's other and profitable activ-
ities: the five motion-picture shorts and
two features, one with Anna (). Nilsson,
in which he starred; the magazine and
widely-syndicated newspaper articles nnder
his name; the books, Babe Ruth's Oum
Book of Baseball (1928) and How to Plax
Baseball (1931), with “George Herman Ruth”
on the title page.

Another source-of income for the star—
and one which sometimes got him into
trouble with the baseball powers-that-be—
was his ‘barnstorming in exhibition games
and wvaudeville tours. Then there were
radio broadcasts and endorsements of com-
mercial products. Narious sporting goods
and a candy bar nsed his name—and paid
generously for the privilege, These finandal
details were handled by Christy Walsh, a
shrewd Inish sportswriter who ma.nagcd Ruth's
outside activities, syndicated his articles, and
split the profits with him fifty-fifry. (In 1924,
with the help of “Mrs Babe” Walsh accom-
plished the incredible feat of persuading the
exmravagant and always debt-ridden Ruth to
deposit all the money thus earmned I a trust
fond to protect his future.) There was only
one commercial exploitation of Ruth’'s fame
from which he drew no profit: an enterprising
producer clipped newsreel shots of the Rabe
in action and strung them together into two
shorts, Babe Ruth: How He Makes FHis
Hame-Runs and Ouver the Fence, using scenes
from photographs of practice sessions and
early games. In 1920 Ruth sued Educational
Films, Incy for an injunction and damages;
but the 2pplication was denied by the New
York Supreme Court, Appellate Dlvmom on
the ground that “the public’s interest in the
plaintifi’s current accomplishments . . . brought
his past activities within the field of permis-
sible news coverage.”

“There are some men to whom has been
given the faculty of living all their lives in
newsprint.  They bave a patural anraction
for headlines” As for George Herman Ruth,
“the only walls be bas ever kmown have been
the parallel columns of the newspapers™
Whatever he did seemed always to have
somehow a dramatic tooch. In the smmmer
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RUTH,; BABE—Continued
of 1920 2 man died of excitement watching
the Babe hit a ball into the bleachers. In
1921 the slugger was so unmanageable that the
Yankees' mamager, -Miller Huggins, upheld by
Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis ™,
suspended him from playing for a time. Dur-
mg the 1922 season &:orgc Herman Ruth got
into about as much assorted trouble as a man
could without being cither imprisoned or ex-
communicated-as a result. He committed “the
gravest sin in baseball,” leaving the field to
chase a patron whose remarks he had re-
sented; he drank too much, gambled far too
heavily, fought with Judge Landis and every-
one else in authority, and ran into various
traffic charges and civil suits; he even played
bad baseball. At the. armual dinner of the
Baseball Writers Association, New York State
Sepator Jimmy Walker (later the mayor of
New York) made a personal but public plea
to Babe Ruth to reform and make himself
worthy of the “dirty-faced kids in the streets”
who worshipped him—not to shirk his great
responsibility to the yonth of the nation
And “Ruth robbed it of all cheapness, of alt
sensationalism or everything that was vulgarly
maudlin, by getting to his feet and with tears
streaming down bhis big ugly face, promising
the dirty-faced kids of the nation to behave,
for their sake And then he kept his promise.
He was pever in trouble again ... Nor did
it make him the less a picturesque char-
acter, because he never went sissy or holy
on the boys. He retained all of his appetites
and gusto for living. He merely toned them
down.” Everyone read about the great refor-
mation, and everyone loved Babe for it
Returning from spring training in the South
in 1925 Ruth, who ordinarily ate some ten
daily meals punctuated with bicarbonate of
soda, felt the need of a snacke By one report,
it consisted of ten or rwelve railroad station
frankfurters, washed down with eight bottles
of soda pop. The result was a case of acutest
mdigestion, one which caused the trip to be
interrupted and the stricken man brought home
to New York City and rushed to St. Vincent’s
Hospital. There “a baseball player lay close
to death, and ap entire nation held its breath,
worried and fretted, and bought every edi-
tion of the pewspapers to read the bulletins
as though the life of a personal friend or a
member of the family was at stake. . .. Even

in England the penny papers watched at his |

bedside. That {r fame” When Babe re-
covered, the country—one might almost say
the world—breathed a great sigh of relief.
And, although his playing season was shortened
by his illness, Ruth had time to clout twenty-
five home runs before it came to an end.
There are two stories about Ruth, both
attested to by reliable witmesses, which neartly
sum up the qualities that made him a beloved

figure. One occurred in 1926, when a child -

named Johrmy Sylvester lay seriously weak-
ened after an operation. ILearning that Babe
Ruth was Jobony's particular idol, the doctor
decided—perhaps with the help of some alert
newspaperman——that 2 visit from his hero
might give the child the will to live. So the
Babe came and chatted, gave Johnny an auto-
graphed basebalt and then, before he left for
the stadium, promised to hit 3 home run that

afternoon and dedicate it to Johnny.
did. .

Perhaps the most impressive single action
of Ruth's career was seen n the 1932 World
Series, the last in which he ever played. The
Yankees were opposing the Chicago Cubs on
the latter’s home grounds. The Cubs were de-
liberately “riding” the Babe—insulting and
reviling him—to make him lose his head; the
Chicago fans were obviously hostile. When
Ruth, who had aiready hit one home run,
came to bat again and missed the first pitch,
the crowd hooted him: when he missed the
second, they laughed and booed as he calmly
held up two fingers to indicate that those
were only two strikes, And then, before the
third strike, Ruth pointed dramatically to the
center-field flagpole, showing that he would
drive the next pitch out of the park at that
point. And—incredibly—he did.

After the tragic death by fire of Babe Ruth's
young wife, from whom he had been separated,
he courted the widow, (Claire Hodgson who
was a former Ziegfeld girl. They were mar-
tied three months later, m April 1929. The
ceremony was performed at a 6:30 am. nuptial
mass, in order to aveid a crowd, but nonethe-
less some 1530 strangers crowded around after-
wards to congratulate the national hero, (and
during the giving of the ring a photographer’s
Aashbulb popped.) XNext day the newly mar-
ried Babe opened the Yankees' season with a
home rur. Ruth adopted his wife's daughter
Julia, then thirteen, five vears older than his
own Dorothy, The second Mrs. Ruth proved
to be an excellent manager who persuaded her
husband to save, “kept him from going back
to his old ways” and nursed him tenderly
through his illnesses, real and exaggerated.

In 1932 baseball began to feel the depression.
All salaries were cut down, and the outcome
of Ruth's annual dispute with Colonel Ruppert
was a salary no higher than the President’s;
the followng wyear it was back to $52.000,
In 1934 it was $35000. TIn this, his last year
as an active player, the Babe hit only twenty-
two home runs. Then, having rounded out
twenty years in the American League, Ruth
left the Yankees, He had always expressed
an ambiton to become a club manager after
his playing davs were over, and it ,was ex-
pected that such a position would be offered
him. No such offer came, however, In
April 1935, Ruth joined the Boston Braves
(not of his old league, but of the National
League) as vice-president, assistant manager,
and part-time player with a reported salary
of $30,000. After ninety-seven days with the
Braves, for whom he hit six home runs, Ruth
left the club because of a bad cold, a leg in-
jury, and endless bickering. In 1936 he pub-
lished a pamphlet of baseball advice, His
coaching of the Natiomal League's Brooklyn
Dodgers in 1938 was the Babe’s last attempr at
professional baseball, He “drew more arten-
tion from the fans than the Dodgers and
their opponents combined,” but a reported
secret clause m his contract provided that Ruoth*
was never to become manager of the Dodgers

Writing o the January 1941 issue of Friday
Ed Huoghes explained baseball manzgements
“blacklist” of Ruth as due to resentment be-
cause he had “almost automatically raised the

And he
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pay of every ballplayver in the land” Tt is 2
fact that other plavers would vse his salary
as a yardstick—would say to their emplovers,
“I'm not Babe Ruth, but I'm worth three-
guarters {or one-half or one-third) what he

-is to the club, so I should get threequarters

or {one-half or one-third) of his salary.”
Ruth was, savs Hughes, “a one-man umion
without realizing it. He forced the magnates
to shell out players’ wages commensurate
with the gate receipts they helped to swell”
Asked by Hughes for a statement in the
marter, Ruth replied, *I don't want to say
anyvthing that makes me look like a bad sport.
You know—on accornt of the kids,”

And so the Babe Is in 2 paradoxical position.
He is still the idol of children who could never
possibly have seen him play-—some of whom
were not borm at the time—as well as of their
elders, who remember the days when he was
making his records. He 1s sull sought after
for chariry performances. He is still certain
of the loudest ovation anytime a crowd
glimpses his huge six feet two bulk or catches
sight of the distinctively pigeon-toed mindng
trot of his oddly slim ankles—and that is true
even of a pon-baseball crowd. And wet, al-
though his unlisted telephone number still has
to be changed every few months because fans
manage to find it out and !l him up so often,
there 1s, apparently, no place for Babe Ruth
in the game he led. Since his retirement he
has plaved himself in RKO's FPride of the
Yankees (1942), 3 picturization of the life of
Lou Gchrig ™, his brilliant runner-up for bat-
ting honors. In 1943 he began broadcasting a
hiteen-minute program over WEAF on Satur-
day mornings and continued it m 1844; audi-
ence reaction demonstrated that he is still the
childrer’s idol, He has taken up golf and
bowling to keep down his weight: he has made
mnumerable z2ppearances at bond rallies and
has talked his deep bass voice hoarse enter-
taining service men. He can't go overseas on
a USO tour—half a dozen doctors have ah-
solutely forbidden it, He can't smoke or drink
or chew tobacco anv more. Stanley Frank
wrote in the New York Post in April 1944:
“The Big Guy was down and it was depressing
to see him without the ebullience and bounce
and lusty bawdiness that you alwayvs associ-
ated with him. . . . ‘It's hell to grow old’
Babe Ruth sald plaintively. And it's hell to
warch um grow old.,” George Herman Rauth
isn't equipped 1o handle a sedentarv life, He
never learned to enjorv the reflective pleasures.
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Dr. Curt Sachs, one of the great Iiving Ger-
man musicologists, "who has received refuge
and veneration in America, defines his field as
“the backbone of all musical knowledge, What
philology and histonical research do for Im:r-
atwre, musicology performs for music” Its
special  subjects of research—the -histoncal
study of musical instruments, mvesnganon of
sources, gathering and organization of .data—
have been Dr. Sachs's life work, for which he
has won intermational renowm.

Curt Sachs was born in Berlin on June 20,
1881, the son of Louis Edward and Anm
(Fralich) Sachs. As a youth he attended the
Konigliches franzosisches Giymmasium in that
dty; later he enrolled at the University of
Berlin, where he specialized in the history of
art and stodied music historv with Osar
Fleischer, In 1904 he recaved his PhD. de-
gree for his thesis on the sculpture of V
rocchio,

Thus Dr. Sachs’s early interests were divided
between art and music, and he had already en-
tered the field of art critucsm before be tarned
to research in music. He then devoted some
vears to the intensive study of the subject
under Hermann Kretzschmar ‘and Johannes
Woli. The Arst significant result of that
study was the publication of his history of
musical life at the Hohenzollern court.

While delving into hitherto vnexplored fields
of music, Dr. Sachs gradually became con-
vinced that the musical instruments of the past
would reveal as much about the quality of an-
cient music as notation could about the melody.
He believed also that the history of music
could be traced through a study of the mmsical

instruments of bygone ages, Accordingly, his =

first contribution to that knowledge was his
Reallexibon der Mustkinsirumente (a diction-
ary of musicl instruments), published in 1913,
It was then considered the best authority in
the field. Iater he met Erich M. von Homn-
bostel, an eminent scholar In comparatve
musicology, with whom he collaborated mn ar-
ranging a new classification of Instruments
based on the principles of sound production.
The system evolved by them has since been
used in the organization of oollccuons of in-
struments,

Widéspread recognition of Dr. Sachs's schol-
arship caused every important German institu-
tion of higher musical learning to seck his
services. In 1919 the Berlin State Museum of
Musical Instruments entrusted l:urn with their
precious collections. During the same year
be was appointed professor of musicology at
the University of Berlin and the following year
bhe was made professor of music history at
‘the Natiomal Academy of Music. Secveral
years later the Academy for Church and School
Music offered him a professorship. Dr. Sachs,
who held the three prOf!SSOrsh:pS and the mu-
seum post simultaneously, still found m'nc to do
private research, making public many impor-
tant works on his findings. He also prepared
a series of phonograph records of ancent mu-
sic. Two Thowsand Years of Music, which was

5 TR T

commy g,

e s g e




.

OCTOBRER 1948
has two children, Delos Wilson, Jr., and Thomas
Lance.
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/ﬁUTH, BABE Feb. 6, 1895—Aug. 16, 1948
Retired baseball plaver; began his professional
carcer with the minor-league Baltimore Orioles
(1914} ; was a plaver with the American League
Boston Red Sox from 1914 to 1920; member
of the American League New York Yankees
team from 1920 undl his redrement in 1934:
worked briefly for the Boston Braves as play-
“er, vice-president, and assistant manager (1933)
and for the Brooklym Dodgers as coach in
1938—both National League teamns; established
a4 great number of baschall records: led the
American League in home runs (1919-24, 1926-
-31), plaved in the most (ten) World Series,
gl:)thcrs. See Current Biography 1944 Year-

Obituary
N'Y Times pl4-14 Ag 17 *48 por

STH NOTT, EDMUND W{ARE) Feb. 5,
’\T%— Botanist; educator
Address: b. c/o Sheffield Scientific School, Yale
University, New Haven, Conn.; h. 459 Pros-
pect 5t New Haven 11, Conn; RF.D. Wood-
bury, Conn.

Edmumd W. Sinnott is professor and chajr-
man of the department of botany of Yale Umi-
versity as well as director of Yale's Sheffield
Scientific School. He assumed the first named
posts m 1940, the latter title in 1943, As chair-
man of the department of botany he has been
responsible for much of its progress as well as
for its cooperation with the tmiversity's other
saence departments and schools. A scientist
who believes, nevertheless, that science alone is
not sufficient for peace in the world but that
spiritual values are necessary also fo its salva-
tior, Sinnott took office in Jarmuarvy 1948 as
president of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on Feb-
ruary 5, 1888, Edmund Ware Sinnott is one of
two sons of Charles Peter and Jessie Flvira
(Sn‘l.lth). Sinnott. His forebears on the ma-
termal side are of old New England stock, his
mother being a descendant of the Reverend
Henny Snnth._ the first minister of Wethers-
field, Connecticut; his paternal grandfather was
Irish, his paternal grandmather French. Both
of Edmun innott's parents were teachers,
In 1904 he''graduated from high school
Bndgmtcr,ghwhcrc his father, a Marvard

b tzught geography and gealogy in the
Normal Scheol. Edmund Sinnott rccgcjivcd s
B.A degree in 1908 from Harvard University :
there he had majored in biclogy, had been an
assistant in botany for two years, and had been
clected to Phi Beta Kappa.
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In 1910 Sinmott received his M.A. degrec
from Harvard, and in 1913 his Ph.D. degree,
writng for his dissertation on the reproductive
structure of the Podocarpineae (evergreens).
During his vears of postgraduate study he was
variously occupied: from 1908 umtl 1910 and
from 1911 until 1912 he was Austin teaching
fellow and assistant in botany at Harvard,
and in 31910-11 he was Sheldon Traveling Fel-
low of Harvard for botanical research in Aus-
tralasia.  Of the influences which determined
his choice of his Lifework, Sinnott has declared
that his own early interest in matural history
was developed by such men as Jeffrey, Fernald,
Thaxter, Parker, and Castie at Harvard, and
that his original intention of making 2o00logy
his field was abandoned afier doing work m
morphology under Jeffrey. The two years
following his graduate work Sinnott spent as
instructor at the Harvard Forestry School and
the Bussey Institutionn Then, in 1915 Simmott
went to the Connecticut Agrmicultural Coliege,

“where he remained until 1928 as professor of
botanmy and genetics, For the next eleven years -
- he served as professor of botany at Barmard

College and the year after that at Columbia.
Since the year 1940 Dr. Simott has been
comnected with the faculty of Yale University.
He went there, in that vear, as Sterling pro-
fessor of botany and chairmian of the depart-
ment of botany, which positions e continues,
in 1948, to bold. In 1945 he was appointed
chairman of the division of science in the wni-
versity as well as director of the Sheffield Sci-

- entific School, which Ttme has described as’

“the first, and one of . . . [the nation's] best,
scientific research cemters” Lewis H. Tiffamy,
chairman of the botany department at North-
western Urdversity, claims for his fellow sden-
tist the credit for inspiring progress in the
Yale botany department. He reports that since
Sirmott’s arrival, the staff of the department
of botany has trebled and the mumber of grada-




